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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of Group I, claims 1-17, in the reply filed on 
14 June 2006 is acknowledged. 

2. Claims 18-20 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic or 
linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on 14 June 2006. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 2, 8 and 13 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
Claims 2, 8 and 13, line 3, the recitation "is an as molded" should be corrected. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over DE 
295 07 878 (hereinafter DE '878) in view of McKay 4,905,337 (hereinafter McKay '337) 
and Heneveld 4,979,257 (hereinafter Heneveld '257). 
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With respect to claim 1, DE '878 discloses a cleaner comprising first and second 
body members 10, 1 1 (Fig. 1 ), each having first and second ends, the first and second 
body members being hinged together at their first ends (Fig. 1 ) to fold together about 
the hinge abut along first and second sides of the body members define an enclosure 
having an outer surface defined by the outer surfaces of the first and second body 
members, and to open about the hinge, a roll of adhesive coated sheet material 13, 
rolled adhesive coated side out, partially within the first body member (Fig. 1 ) and 
supported from the first and second ends of the first body member for rotation about its 
axis, and at least one side of one of the body members defining a sharp edge 22 for 
pinching and encouraging tearing of the adhesive coated sheet material along the sharp 
edge when the adhesive coated sheet material is unrolled (Figs. 3 and 5). The '878 
reference discloses all of the recited subject matter as set forth above with the 
exception of the roll of adhesive coated sheet material being slit adjacent one end 
thereof and the first and second body members having complimentary snap members 
on their second ends to snap together when folded together to form the enclosure. 

The patent to McKay '337 discloses a cleaner comprising a roll of adhesive 
coated sheet material being slit adjacent one end thereof (see various embodiments 
shown in Figs. 1, 4, 8, 23, 27, etc., for example). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to have substituted McKay's roll of adhesive coated sheet 
material being slit adjacent one end thereof for the DE '878 roll of adhesive coated 
sheet material to facilitate cutting of the sheet material by placing one of the slits in the 
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roll adjacent the sharp edge (since a user can simply rotate the roll manually to place or 
position one of the slits adjacent the sharp edge). 

The patent to Heneveld '257 discloses a cleaner comprising first and second 
body members 10, 30 having complementary snap members 37, 40 adjacent their 
second ends to "snap" together when folded together to form an enclosure (Fig. 1 3; col. 
4, lines 22-27). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have substituted 
McKay's roll of adhesive coated sheet material being slit adjacent one end thereof for 
the DE '878 roll of adhesive coated sheet material to facilitate cutting of the sheet 
material by placing one of the slits in the roll adjacent the sharp edge (since a user can 
simply rotate the roll manually to place or position one of the slits adjacent the sharp 
edge) and to have also modified the DE '878 cleaner such that the first and second 
body members having complementary snap members adjacent their second ends to 
"snap" together when folded together as suggested by Heneveld '257 to form a secure 
enclosure. 

As for claim 2, it would appear in the DE '878 cleaner that the first and second 
body members 10, 1 1 are injection molded members and the sharp edge 22 is a 
molded sharp edge. Even assuming arguendo that this is not the case, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified the DE '878 cleaner 
such that these particular members are injection molded (or plastic) for making the 
cleaner lighter in weight and enabling mass production of the cleaner device. 
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As for claim 3, the patent to Heneveld '257 discloses a cleaner comprising first 
ends of first and second body members 10, 30 are configured to "snap" together to hold 
the body members in the open position (since out-of-round portions 25 pass over 
cammed portions 38, 39 to releasably retain the body members in an open position as 
shown in Figs. 1 , 4 and 13; col. 4, lines 7-13). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to have modified the DE '878 cleaner with first ends of first and 
second body members being configured to "snap" together as suggested by Heneveld 
'257 to hold the body members in the open position to releasably retain the body 
members in an open position. 

As for claim 4, in DE '878, both sides of one of the body members define a sharp 
edge (Figs. 3 and 5). 

As for claim 5, in DE '878, both sides of the second body member are flat, 
whereby adhesive coated sheet material may be pinched between one of the sharp 
edges and an adjacent flat surface (see Fig. 3). All claim 5 requires is the ability to be 
"pinched" therebetween. 

In order to avoid redundant art rejections, claims 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 1 1 are 
similarly rejected as above since these claims recite similar limitations as claims 1 , 2, 3, 
4 and 5 (as well as claims 12, 13, 14, 15, 16 and 17). The only basic difference between 
claim 1 and claim 6 is that claim 6 more broadly recites that the first and second body 
members have complementary snap members but the claim is not specific as to the 
exact location of the snap members (i.e., the first or second ends). In any case, as 
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already explained, Heneveld '257 teaches this snap arrangement at both the first and 
second ends of the body members. 

6. Claims 12, 13, 16 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over DE '878 in view of McKay '337. 

With respect to claim 12, DE '878 discloses a cleaner comprising first and 
second body members 10, 1 1 (Fig. 1), each having first and second ends, the first and 
second body members being hinged together at their first ends (Fig. 1 ) to fold together 
about the hinge abut along first and second sides of the body members define an 
enclosure having an outer surface defined by the outer surfaces of the first and second 
body members, and to open about the hinge, a roll of adhesive coated sheet material 
13, rolled adhesive coated side out, partially within the first body member (Fig. 1) and 
supported from the first and second ends of the first body member for rotation about its 
axis, and at least one side of one of the body members defining a sharp edge 22 for 
pinching and encouraging tearing of the adhesive coated sheet material along the sharp 
edge when the adhesive coated sheet material is unrolled (Figs. 3 and 5). The '878 
reference discloses all of the recited subject matter as set forth above with the 
exception of the roll of adhesive coated sheet material being slit adjacent one end 
thereof. The patent to McKay '337 discloses a cleaner comprising a roll of adhesive 
coated sheet material being slit adjacent one end thereof (see various embodiments 
shown in Figs. 1 , 4, 8, 23, 27, etc., for example). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to have substituted McKay's roll of adhesive coated sheet 
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material being slit adjacent one end thereof for the DE '878 roll of adhesive coated 
sheet material to facilitate cutting of the sheet material by placing one of the slits in the 
roll adjacent the sharp edge (since a user can simply rotate the roll manually to place or 
position one of the slits adjacent the sharp edge). 

As for claim 13, it would appear in the DE '878 cleaner that the first and second 
body members 10, 1 1 are injection molded members and the sharp edge 22 is a 
molded sharp edge. Even assuming arguendo that this is not the case, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified the DE '878 cleaner 
such that these particular members are injection molded (or plastic) for making the 
cleaner lighter in weight and enabling mass production of the cleaner device. 

As for claim 16, both sides of one of the body members define a sharp edge 
(Figs. 3 and 5). 

As for claim 17, both sides of the second body member are flat, whereby 
adhesive coated sheet material may be pinched between one of the sharp edges and 
an adjacent flat surface (see Fig. 3). All claim 17 requires is the ability to be "pinched" 
therebetween. 

7. Claims 14 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over DE '878 in view of McKay '337 as applied to claim 12 above, and further in view of 
Heneveld 4,979,257 (hereinafter Heneveld '257). 

The patent to Heneveld '257 discloses a cleaner comprising first ends of first and 
second body members 10, 30 are configured to "snap" together to hold the body 
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members in the open position (since out-of-round portions 25 pass over cammed 
portions 38, 39 to releasably retain the body members in an open position as shown in 
Figs. 1,4 and 13; col. 4, lines 7-13) and also discloses the first and second body 
members 10, 30 having complementary snap members 37, 40 adjacent their second 
ends to "snap" together when folded together to form the enclosure (Fig. 13; col. 4, lines 
22-27). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have provided 
the modified DE '878 cleaner with first ends of first and second body members being 
configured to "snap" together and with the first and second body members having 
complementary snap members adjacent their second ends to "snap" together when 
folded together all as suggested by Heneveld '257 to hold the body members in the 
open position to releasably retain the body members in an open position and to form the 
enclosure, respectively. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The patents to Hutchinson and Reineman are relevant to lint 
roller cleaners with pivoting housings. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Randall Chin whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1270. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday and every 
other Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gladys Corcoran can be reached on (571) 272-1214. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Sen/ice Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANAPA)^r57'l -272-1 000. 




Randall Chin 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1744 



